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A WORD FROM ANNA & CHAD
We believe that it is time for a generational values-shift.
For too long we have elected and been led by political parties that exploit deep
divisions within our communities and our society. Their cynical approach to
politics has placed the pursuit of profit above the health of our communities and
used wedge politics to keep us divided. It has caused a huge swath of the
population, on all sides of the political spectrum, to distrust the institutions and
structures that maintain citizen control over our democracy.
Meanwhile, the cracks are clearly showing in the neoliberal economic philosophy
that has dominated the last 40 years. ‘Crisis’ has become a word we are now too
accustomed to hearing: whether in healthcare, housing, the climate, inflation, or
youth mental health.
Now more than ever, we need to focus on building healthy communities and
finding the areas and issues that unite us. We must nurture a nonviolent ethic of
‘doing no harm', and strive to take care of everyone, especially those most in need
of support and kindness.
We need to patiently invest in long-term solutions, not just band-aids, in order to
address the underlying ailments in our society.
We need to place a higher value on and altruism and care rather than
competition when building our economy and planning for our society.
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To do all this, we must engage in and build a more robust democracy, so that
politics becomes responsive to the will of the people once more.
This is the Green approach. Health and wellbeing. Community. Responsibility.
Kindness. Democracy.
Now is the time for Green values to take a central place in Canadian politics and
society. Canadians are looking for solutions to break through political stagnation.
Together, we intend to show Canada that the Green Party is organized, relevant
and current. This decade is our party’s time to shine.
With your help and support, we can change the paradigm and create a stronger,
more inclusive, and sustainable Canada, together.

– Chad Walcott & Anna Keenan
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ABOUT THIS DOCUMENT
We know that for the Green Party to drive change in Canadian politics, we need to
focus. Running sustained campaigns on a limited number of priorities at a time is
more likely to achieve breakthrough results, than spending our energy
commenting on every issue in our complete policy book. With focus, Greens can
drive the news cycle, instead of reacting to it.
It is the role of a leader to not only know the member-created policy but also to
take leadership in deciding how best to communicate those policies so that they
resonate with Canadian voters. We’ve been listening. The policies we prioritize
below have been informed by what we’ve found to resonate with members
throughout this leadership campaign.
We take an approach that is both principled and pragmatic. We looked for
policies that:
respond to the pressing needs and concerns of voters today (especially the
cost of living, and the healthcare crisis), thus expanding the audience of our
party
can make a difference in the lives of Canadians today, and
build momentum towards longer-term, transformative Green values shifts.
“If we want people to care about the end of the world, we need to show them that
we care about the end of the month.” - Najib Jutt
Therefore, we seek out intersectional policies that create win-win situations,
advancing both short-term wellbeing, and long-term sustainability, hand in
hand.
The policies below are a starting point for discussion about priorities, not an end.
Through ongoing discussions with members and civil society, our priorities will
evolve, and stay current.
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As leaders, we will build a complete, election-ready platform with our Shadow
Cabinet, in a process that engages members and fulfills the constitutional
responsibilities of that body. While we recognize that achieving a Green
government in Canada may take a few election cycles yet, we will work with a
broad team to visualize and align on the suite of changes Greens would make 'if
we formed government today'.

POLICY
PRIORITIES

Bold Climate Action

Wellbeing Economy

Deepening our Democracy
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BOLD CLIMATE
ACTION
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Greens envision a Canada that has opted out of ever-escalating gas
prices and monopolistic electric utility bills, where Canadians are
instead saving money every month, on electricity, heat and
transportation.
In a Green Canada, electricity is provided by locally-owned and publicly-owned,
100% renewable energy generation systems. Smart, high-tech electrical grids
intelligently manage demand, with networks of batteries in buildings and electric
vehicles being charged when electric prices are lowest. These decentralized
systems are resilient in the face of natural disasters.
Planning and zoning has changed. Instead of urban sprawl, municipalities consist
of "15 minute" accessible neighbourhoods with more people living in multi-unit,
multi-generational dwellings, and are able to walk, bike or wheel within 15
minutes of their home to get groceries, to school, work orleisure, or to essential
services. Efficient, high-quality public transport enables more Canadian families
to opt out of the financial burden of owning a car, and still live well.
In a Green Canada, all new buildings generate as much energy as they use each
year. Owners of older homes can access interest-free loans to support energy
upgrades that reduce energy costs. Renters are also protected from rising utility
costs, through energy efficiency standards that landlords must meet. When wars
break out in distant parts of the world, causing spikes in the cost of furnace oil,
Canadians are protected because we’ve already invested in efficiency and
alternative heat sources.
In a Green Canada, our vast rural and wild areas and all remaining old-growth
forests and sensitive wetland ecosystems are now permanently protected.
Indigenous nations have equal decision-making status in all decisions involving
the use of ‘Crown’ land, as do municipal, provincial and federal governments –
including the ability to veto.
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Environmental standards have steadily improved in both forestry and agriculture, to
support biodiversity and ecosystem health, while producing high-quality products.
In a Green Canada, farmers have been supported both practically and financially, to
transition to regenerative methods that build soil carbon on the farm. With a greater
proportion of plant-based proteins in the average Canadian diet, overall demand for
agricultural land has reduced. More landowners have chosen to reforest to create
carbon sinks, and have been well compensated for doing so. Local supply chains have
been reinforced, and farm incomes have been protected, through a flourishing of
farmer-owned processing cooperatives in our rural communities.
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Priorities for Bold Climate Action
The courage to regulate fossil fuel industries:
Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation, nationally and internationally: no new fossil fuel
projects.
A firm regulatory environment for coal, oil and gas companies, to meet carbon
budgets. If they cannot, bring them under public ownership, for the public good.
Re-organize current federal departments ECCC & NRCAN to create a Ministry of
Climate & Energy Transition (MCET) and a Ministry of Land & Environment.
Taxing windfall profits of oil & gas companies, to fund the transition.
Supporting workers & frontline communities through transition
Time-limited income support and grants for workers, municipalities and Indigenous
communities to transition industries & diversify local economies.
Offer free higher education in trades and healthcare, to address industry shortages.
Connecting communities, to cut emissions from transport
Permanently doubling the Canada Community Building Fund (CCBF), with criteria to
support excellence in municipal planning, and public and active transportation.
Establishing an arms-length Centre of Excellence in Urban Design, as a resource for
municipalities to consult, as they upgrade land-use and infrastructure plans.
Federal funding for a high-frequency, 100% electric inter-city bus service pilot
project for 2 years in every province, to prove feasibility, and finally fund high-speed
rail for the Windsor-Quebec corridor.
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Enabling everyone – even renters – to benefit from energy upgrades
Upgrade the national building code to require all new construction and major
renovations meet net-zero standards.
European-style energy certificates for every rental unit and residential property
sale.
A minimum energy efficiency standard for rental units, improving every 2 years,
combined with expanded access to the Canada Greener Homes Loan program to
support these upgrades.
Land-based climate solutions
Permanent federal protection of all old-growth forests and all wetlands.
Increase funding for the Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund (DMAF) to support
wildfire mitigation, ecologically-informed storm water systems, restoration of
wetlands, shorelines and watersheds, and agricultural adaptation to drought
conditions.
Encourage a transition towards lower-carbon and plant-based agriculture and
nutrition by shifting subsidies, and regulating and pricing methane emissions from
animal agriculture in the same way as carbon dioxide from fossil fuels.
Financial support for farmers who successfully build soil carbon and reduce nitrogen
fertiliser use, or who reforest retired agricultural land.

THE WELLBEING
ECONOMY
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In our endless march toward perpetual growth, we have lost
sight of the areas that are essential to sustaining our society.
The neo-liberal idea that a country's success and overall worth is measured
by its Gross Domestic Product (GDP), is outdated. We know that GDP does
not take into account the actual well-being of the population; it simply
accounts for their productivity. It is this logic, that values profit over people,
that has driven us straight into the multiple crises our country is now
attempting to tackle.
While successive Canadian governments have been worrying about GDP
growth, they have failed to ensure that people are able to be healthy and
well. Social services have been slashed over and over. Cuts to health care
and a lack of long-term planning have left our medical system in a perpetual
state of stress, which the pandemic has only exacerbated. Our nurses are
overworked, underpaid, and burning out, and everyone’s paychecks are not
worth as much due to runaway inflation. These problems have a
compounding effect: mental health issues are at an all-time high, and the
necessary supports are sorely lacking.
It is time we placed a higher value on the well-being of our society. The
performance of a country’s economy should be judged by whether its
citizens are able to maintain a high quality of life, in terms of health,
happiness, affordability, and community.
We can make caring for our caregivers a priority, rather than simply
expecting our doctors and nurses to perform miracles year after year with
insufficient resources. Our mental and physical health should be
paramount, and never sacrificed to the economy.
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Housing should be a right and poverty should be considered a blight on our country, to
be eliminated by lifting people up.
To do these things, we need to move away from the logic of neo-liberalism and craft a
new paradigm that places human dignity at the cornerstone of our policies. This is the
Canada that most Canadians want, we simply have to be courageous enough to name it,
and focused enough to work towards it, step by step.
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An economy that places people first
Defining ‘The good life’ - a wellbeing measurement
Implementation of a Wellbeing Dashboard for Canada to replace GDP as a measure of
success, and to measure Canada’s implementation of the 17 UN Sustainable
Development Goals.
Health comes first: reinvigorating our universal healthcare system
It is time to comprehensively review Canada’s model of healthcare delivery,
recognizing that healthcare is provincial jurisdiction, but that it is in crisis in every
province. In a country as wealthy as Canada, we should be able to deliver
consistently world-class care, without compromising the principles of universality &
public benefit.
Address staffing shortages: upgrade salaries for nurses and PCWs in clinics,
hospitals and long-term care facilities, streamline the process and cover the cost of
licensing internationally-trained doctors and nurses, and invest to create more
medical residency spots, especially in rural Canada.
A pan-Canadian licensing framework, as advocated by the Canadian Medical
Association, to enable staff to more easily transition registration between provinces
Caring for our whole body, at all stages of life: integrating all health services into a
unified system: Pharmacare, Mental Health, Vision, Dental, Home Care, and Longterm Care.
Homes are for people, not profiteering
Recognizing that the housing crisis is not simply the result of supply and demand, but a
result of policies that have allowed housing to become a commodity, it is time to change.
Investors can find other places to make a profit, without driving up the cost of housing
for all of us
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Two key interventions with short term benefits for housing affordability:
Remove tax exemptions for Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), and subject them
to the standard corporate tax rate at 38 per cent, as recommended by the Office of
the Federal Housing Advocate
Create national regulations on Short-term rentals (AirBnBs) to ensure that tax
loopholes are closed, data-sharing is mandated, and rental platforms are
accountable for ensuring legal compliance with municipal regulations, as
recommended by Generation Squeeze
Start now, for medium and long-term benefit:
use the federal revenues from closing tax loopholes in the housing market, to invest
directly in high-quality, non-market (public and co-operative) housing, as was widely
done in Canada up until 1993.
Supporting the disability community:
Fully funding the Canada Disability Benefit (CDB), to ensure that all people with
disabilities can not just live in dignity, but thrive. Given that 40% of Canadians living
in poverty are people with disabilities, this would make a tangible difference in
Canada’s overall poverty rate, while also building momentum towards a
transformative Guaranteed Livable Income, which would eliminate poverty across all
demographics.
Amend Medical Assistance In Dying (MAID) legislation to bar healthcare
professionals from suggesting MAID where death is not reasonably foreseeable (ie,
Track 2, permanent disability). On Track 1 (where death is reasonably foreseeable),
offering the choice of MAID is acceptable and compassionate. On Track 2, such
suggestions are devaluing, and coercive: the question should only be raised by the
disabled individual themselves.
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A work life that supports wellness
Moving towards a 4-day work week. Time spent on leisure has steadily declined over
the last 4 decades. Workers should be able to enjoy the benefits of the gains in
productivity afforded by technological advancements, with our lives made easier
and less stressful, freeing up more time for family, leisure, and health.
A minimum of 4 weeks of vacation, and 10 paid sick days per year, bringing Canada
to the average of OECD nations.
Livable minimum wages, nationwide: full-time work should always be enough to pay
the bills.
Deep tax reform
The last Federal Tax Commission was in the 1960s, so reform of our tax system is long
overdue. It is time to establish an arm’s length Federal Tax Commission to analyze the
tax system for fairness and accessibility and to propose shifts that set Canada up to
meet the challenges of the next 50 years. Key concepts that we want to advance in tax
reform are:
“Tax bads, not goods”: taxation is currently primarily levied on things which are
socially beneficial: jobs, businesses, goods and services. By shifting the burden of
taxation towards natural resource extraction, pollution of our shared environment
and excessive wealth accumulation, we can shift economic incentives, and improve
environmental, social and economic outcomes. ’.
Addressing income inequality, from the top and bottom ends of the spectrum:
Imposing steep, progressive wealth and inheritance taxes on net worth and
estates over $10 million, and 100% on wealth and estates above a certain cap;
Removing income taxes for people earning less than a Livable Income, and
reduce the tax burden that falls on people earning below-average incomes.

DEEPENING OUR
DEMOCRACY

15

When communities across the country start demanding
more engagement, more accountability, and more faithful
representation from their elected officials, we will be well
on our way to reforming how we do politics in this
country.
Participatory democracy is a core Green value. Greens know that a healthy
democracy requires an informed community that can actively engage with its
representatives, and hold them to account.
It is no secret, however, Canadians feel they don’t have control over their
democracy. This gives rise to despair, disengagement, and disillusionment
toward our democratic institutions. Increased disconnection from one another is
deepening polarization and normalizing hate, anger, and harassment in public
discourse.
All this has the impact of weakening our democracy and turning young people in
particular away from wanting to get involved in the political process.
It’s easy to see why many Canadians are turning towards those right-wing
politicians who gleefully promise to tear our weakened democratic systems
completely down. But we know that following the path they offer would be a
return to feudalism: rule by the economically powerful, over the rest of us. We
Greens can offer frustrated voters a truer solution, doing the hard work of
building a democracy that is truly responsive to the will of empowered citizens.
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Proportional representation
The implementation of Proportional Representation would be a non-negotiable
condition of our support in any confidence and supply agreement, should Greens be
elected into the balance of power.
Polling consistently shows that a majority of Canadians support a shift to fair electoral
systems, to stabilise and revitalize our democracy for the long term. We will lead boldly
and confidently on this area of strength for the party, announcing this negotiating
position before an election, forcing other political parties to respond.
We will call for the convening of a national citizens' assembly consisting of randomlyselected citizens, to come to a consensus on a specific model of Proportional
Representation for Canada. This resolves the conflict of interest inherent in having
politicians re-design the system that elected them.

Deliberative, accountable democracy
Expand the use of citizens' assemblies to address sensitive and polarized issues that
elected officials have avoided. citizens’ assemblies, such as Ireland’s Assembly of
2016-18, consist of randomly-selected groups of citizens. They are equitable and
diverse, free from political interference or misinformation, are deliberative and
consensus-driven, and act in the public interest.
Enshrine the convening of regular constituent town halls into the official
responsibilities of each elected MP.

Support youth empowerment and representation in
politics
Establish federal youth councils in every Canadian province
Provide funding for civic education training programs

Hold a yearly national youth policy convention - both to build civic capacity and
engagement amongst younger Canadians, and to benefit from their unique
perspectives.
Lower the voting age to 16: if you can drive you can vote!

Returning political financing to democratic
principles:
We will level the playing field by lowering the influence of the wealthiest Canadians
on politics:
Bring back the per-vote subsidy, set at $4 per vote
Lower the maximum donation from individuals to $500
Make political contributions tax-refundable, not only a tax credit, so that lowincome donors receive equal benefit.

Towards a post-colonial society: supporting
revitalisation of Indigenous self-government
The Indigenous renaissance in Canada is already well underway. Supporting the
healing and reconciliation process will be an ongoing project for the coming
decades, and offers a huge opportunity for Canada’s culture to mature into that of
an inclusive, post-colonial “nation of nations”.
Canada must support First Nations who wish to transition out from under the
colonial-era Indian Act, by backing an Indigenous-led process toward restoring
true self-governance. Self-determination, respect and consent will be key in
establishing true nation-to-nation relationships.

facebook.com/keenanwalcott
@keenanwalcott
www.KeenanWalcott.ca

